THE ULTIMATE GUIDE TO FINDING
THE RIGHT STUDENT
ACCOMMODATION IN CHESTER

www.matthewsofchester.com

UNIVERSITY LIFE
STARTS HERE ...

Starting university is an exciting time for
any student; moving away from home,
starting your studies and making new
friends can all make this next stage of your
life an exciting yet daunting time.
If you’ve just been offered a place at
Chester university or a higher education
college in Chester, one of the first things
you’ll need to do is find a suitable place to
live.
Where you live at university can have a big
impact on your student experience, so this
guide is designed to help you make the
right choices and ensure your university life
in Chester is a happy and memorable one.
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WHICH TYPE OF ACCOMMODATION IS
BEST FOR YOU?

University Halls
Most students choose to stay in university
halls of residence in their first year. This
makes a great start to university life
because you get to quickly meet other
students who are in the same situation as
you.
University halls offer good value for money
for students during your first year. They
tend to be located either right on campus,
or within easy reach. You can opt for full
board (with all meals provided) or selfcatering halls which offer shared kitchen
facilities with other fellow students.
View Chester University Residences here:
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/view-ourresidences
House/Flat Share
This is the most common type of
accommodation for students after their
first year of university. After a year in
university halls, you will have acclimatised
to university life, got to know the area and
made some friends – so you may want to
spread your wings a little by sharing a
house or flat with other university friends.

The main advantages of a house share
over halls is that it offers you more choice,
flexibility and independence. You can
choose who you live with and where. You
get to view the properties and pick a
house that works for you. Bedrooms are
usually much bigger and the quality of
student houses available in a city like
Chester is excellent.
House shares range from £70 per week
up to around £125 per week depending
on the number of people you are sharing
with, the size of the room and the quality
and location of the accommodation.
Most properties will include some or all of
the utility bills in the rent. It is much easier
to rent a property which has all the bills
included as the Estate Agent will deal with
all the payments and there will be no
arguments over putting the heating on or
electricity usage etc!
It is important to check what is included in
the rent so you can budget accordingly.

“We've had a really great year in a lovely house and I
really appreciate the steps you have taken to look after
us and provide us with a great service”
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WHEN TO START LOOKING FOR
STUDENT ACCOMMODATION

University Halls: As soon as you have been
offered your place at University, you should
contact the university to secure your
accommodation in halls.
House/Flat share: Many people will start
looking for accommodation as early as October
or November in order to get the best properties
at the best price.
There are still lots of house share opportunities
that come up throughout the year, so if you
haven’t found a group of friends who want to
share with early on, don’t let that pressure you
into moving in with people you haven’t gelled
with. The important thing is to find a group of
like-minded people who share similar living
standards and values that you can live with for at
least 12 months.

We have a great choice of house shares in Chester
so get in touch with our Student House Share team
today who can help you secure the right property
for you.
If you don’t have a group of friends that you want to
share with, we can help you find a single room in an
existing house share. You’ll get chance to meet the
other tenants before deciding whether it’s the right
house share for you.

KEY CONSIDERATIONS FOR CHOOSING A
HOUSE/FLAT SHARE

Here’s a list of things you need to consider to help you choose the
right house/flat share:
Work out your rental budget
Make sure you do your budget before viewing properties so that you know how much you can
realistically afford to spend on rent each month. Remember that utilities are often not included in
the rent, nor is your food, so budget wisely beforehand.
Save money for your deposit
There are two different types of deposits to be aware of when renting a property:
Holding deposit
This is a sum of money that you pay the agent to secure the property and take it off the
market. This deposit will usually be taken off your tenancy deposit once contracts are
signed. If you decide not to proceed with the property, a holding deposit is nonrefundable.
Tenancy deposit
This is the amount of money held by the landlord throughout the tenancy; it will be
used at the end of the tenancy if any repairs, maintenance and/or cleaning is required
by fault of the tenants to bring the property back to the condition it was in at the
commencement of the tenancy. The sum of money can vary but will generally be
around £250 At the end of your tenancy, if the house has been let in a satisfactory
condition, the money will be returned back to you.

TOP TIP!
The best way to make sure you get your deposit back
is to take really good care of your student home.
When you move out leave everything as it should be
and make sure the property is clean and tidy.
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WHO HOLDS THE

PROVIDING A GUARANTOR

TENANCY DEPOSIT?

All deposits must be put into a
government approved tenancy deposit
scheme for safe keeping. There are three
different schemes available to landlords
and Agents: The Tenancy Deposit Scheme
(TDS), the Deposit Protection Service (DPS)
or My Deposits. The schemes are either
insurance backed (where the Agent or
Landlord holds the deposit under an
insurance policy) or Custodial (where the
deposit is sent off to be held by the
scheme provider). Money cannot be
deducted from your deposit without your
prior agreement or by agreement by the
scheme’s dispute resolution service.
Landlords must tell their tenants within 30
days of moving in which scheme the
deposit has been registered with.

CHOOSE YOUR HOUSE
MATES WISELY

Choosing who you share with is just as important
than the property you choose. It’s a good idea to
discuss with your house mates from the start what
you all want from the experience of living together,
including a cleaning rota, bills payment methods
and the social aspect (friends visiting/staying over).
After all, this will be your home for the next twelve
months or so – everyone wants it to be a happy one.

A Guarantor is someone who is prepared
to take on the main responsibilities of your
rental contract, in the event that you can’t.
This will usually mean being responsible
for any rent payments due if for whatever
reason you are unable to pay them.
In the majority of cases, this is usually a
parent or legal guardian.
Your letting agent will ask for their details
when you apply for the tenancy.

COUNCIL TAX

Full time students are exempt from paying
council tax. You will need to obtain an exemption
certificate from registration at your university or
college and send it in to your letting agent as
proof of your status as a full-time student.

TV LICENCE

Students still have to pay for a TV licence if you
want a TV in the property.

LOOK AFTER YOURSELF

You

need

to

ensure

that

you’ve

been

appropriately vaccinated before you arrive in
Chester, specifically against meningitis ACWY and
MMR (measles, mumps and rubella). It’s likely
that you’ve had an MMR vaccination as a young
child, but you need to ensure that you’ve had
two doses before starting University. Talk to your
doctor about getting the meningitis ACWY
vaccination before starting University.
You may also need to be doing regular lateral

We have a great choice of house shares in Chester

flow tests to test yourself against Covid-19.

so get in touch with our Student House Share team

Please follow the latest government guidelines.

today who can help you secure the right property
for you.
If you don’t have a group of friends that you want to
share with, we can help you find a single room in an
existing house share. You’ll get chance to meet the
other tenants before deciding whether it’s the right
house share for you.

NEXT STEPS

We recognise that for many students, a houseshare maybe their first experience of living
independently. Our student accommodation team provide a personal, friendly and
professional service to help you every step of the way in finding the right student
accommodation for you and your housemates.

Call our Student Houseshare Team today on 01244 346226
or email lettings@matthewsofchester.com

"Would 100% recommend using Matthews of Chester, they
provided me with great rental advice. Great support from all of
the lovely team members."
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